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Champions Newsletter 

Greetings Richland Champions! 
 
Happy New Year!  It is my hope that you all had a restful winter 
break and that you are prepared to finish this school year strong 
or at least make it to Spring Break!  
 
Thank you for keeping your children home when they are not 
feeling well and/or have a fever. It is imperative that we remain 
diligent to minimizing the spread of COVID-19 and other illnesses 
by wearing face masks appropriately over the nose and mouth, 
practicing social distancing, and washing hands regularly. Please 
call or email Nurse Hope if you have any concerns about whether 
your student should return to school due to symptoms or contacts 
related to COVID-19.  
 
Hope Helton, RN  
Richland Elementary School  
334-887-1988  
hhhelton@auburnschools.org  
 
Our second nine-weeks behavior celebration was an awesome 
event.  We had Grinch Day!  Our students watched the movie, 
The Grinch, and participated in literacy rotations. 
 

 

 
 

A Message From Our Principal 

Mr. Jeff Johnson, Principal 
Mrs. Katy Conradson, Assistant Principal 

 
Important Dates: 

January-  
5th – 3rd Nine Weeks begins 
7th – Report Cards go home 
18th – School closed for Dr. 
Martin L. King’s Birthday 
20th – 100th day of school 
(Kindergarten celebrates) 
21st 	– 101st day of school (1st 
grade celebrates) 

 
February- 
5th – Dad’s League Meeting at 
RES 7:00 am (tentative) 
19th – Black History Month 
Program at 9:30 am 
(tentative) 
22nd	 – 26th 	– Read Across 
America Week 
 
March-                          
1st 	- 5th – Teacher 
Appreciation Week 
5th – 3rd Nine Weeks End / 
Behavior Celebration 
8th-12th – Spring Break 
(School Closed) 
18th – STEM Night(s) 
(tentative) 
25th – Report Cards will go 
home 
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Keep up the good work because our third nine-weeks celebration will be just as enjoyable!  
 
More testing is on the horizon!  We will again administer STAR Reading and Math assessments to 
measure our students’ academic growth. These tests, coupled with teacher observations, help 
give us an idea of where our students are performing and what intervention/enrichments they 
need.  When testing is complete, and we review the results, we will then restructure our student 
groups and learning objectives.   
 
Congratulations again to our Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Celeste Dorman!  Thank you for all that 
you do to make Richland Elementary special.  You are a true Champion! 
 
Go Champions! 
Jeff Johnson 
Principal 
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PTO Post 
 
PTO positions are available for next year!  If you are interested in becoming more involved	with 

Richland Elementary PTO next year, please contact us! We will have several board positions and 

chairman positions open for the 2021-2022 school	year and would love to add you to the team! 

Your help is vital to the success of many programs and school events that the PTO sponsors.  

It is a great way to get involved and to know more of the wonderful	administrators	and staff at 

Richland. For more information about how you can get involved, 

email 	richlandchampions.pto@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

SPIRIT NIGHT 
 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming Spirit Nights! 
 

 
January Spirit Night @ Cheeburger Cheeburger 

*Kindergarten on the 27th  

*1st Grade on the 28th 
 

February Spirit Night	@ Marco's Pizza 

*Stay tuned- dates coming soon! 

 

March Spirit Night	@ Taco Mama 

*Stay tuned- dates coming soon! 
 

 

 



RES Champion Families, 
Welcome back! I hope all of you had a 
wonderful and restful holiday season with your 
families. While I am out on maternity leave, I 
am still thinking about all of you from home and 
hoping you are all getting off to a great start in 
2021. Parents, you are such an important part 
of the RES family and your continued support is 
invaluable. Please continue to encourage your 
children to be Respectful, Responsible, 
Prepared, and Safe. If you need help 
connecting or reconnecting to ClassDojo, reach 
out to your child’s teacher. 
Go Champions! 
 

 

Assistant Principal Highlights Tidbits from Title I 
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Insights from the Instructional Coach 

As our Title 1 intervention groups are meeting 
and making progress each day, I am eager to 
share with you that we’ve created at home 
packets to assist you with follow up at home. 
These packets include 6 books of varying 
genres and skill levels, parent resources, and 
reading manipulatives for student use. Look for 
the packets to come home soon if your child is 
receiving Tier 3 intervention.  
We are also very proud of the progress our 
students are making in the Lexia Core 5 
Reading Program. Each time as student 
completes a level they will receive a certificate 
and have their name announced on out morning 
news. I hope you are also celebrating these 
certificates at home.  
Happy Reading! 
Mrs. Wynn 
 
 

 

 
 

Hello to all!  
Our students are rocking the Richland 
Champion Reading Incentive.  Thank you for all 
you do at home to nurture your child’s reading 
development. February will be filled full of 
opportunities for fun reading at home, so 
please be on the lookout for information in 
your child’s take-home folder. If you ever have 
any questions, please feel free to email me at 
akhigginbotham@auburnschools.org. 
Many thanks, 
Mrs. Higginbotham 
 

Counselor’s Corner 
Happy New Year, Richland Families!	 I hope 
everyone had a restful break.	 During our 
counseling classes this month we will be discussing 
diversity and being unique.	 I want all the children to 
know that it is okay to be different and we should 
respect others for their 
differences.	 Unfortunately, we live in a society 
where this is not always the case.	 My hope is that 
we can do better and teach this next generation to 
do better!	 Winnie the Pooh says,	“The things that 
make me different are the things that make me.” 
Let us celebrate being different and being 
ourselves!	 Please talk with your children and help 
them to see what makes them special!	 As always, 
please let	me know if you have any questions or 
concerns!			
 
Anne Busbin 
Counselor 
ajbusbin@auburnschools.org 
887-1980 
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December was such a fun month in kindergarten!  We enjoyed performing our winter program 
virtually for all of our families.  We held literacy rotations on each hallway during Grinch Day 
where we worked on sight words, CVC words, and listened to a fun read aloud.  We also 
celebrated our Richland Champion behavior with the behavior celebration.   
 
We have been working hard on learning short vowel sounds and digraphs in CVC (consonant-
vowel-consonant) words.  We have also been identifying book features and story elements during 
shared reading.  Our students have also been working very hard to write in their journals each 
day.  In math, we have been working on identifying and writing numbers and counting.  We have 
also been reviewing addition and subtraction.  We will be reviewing these skills and working on 
even more during this next month.  We are also counting down to the 100th day of school!  Look 
for more information about this soon.   
 
We are so excited to kick off the new year and begin the second half of kindergarten!   
 

 
 

 

Kindergarten Column 

     We are gearing up for a busy and exciting third nine weeks of first grade! In reading our 
phonics focus is vowel teams. We are continuing to build on our fluency and comprehension 
skills. In math, we are working with numbers to determine place value, addition and subtraction 
to twenty, writing numbers to 120, geometry, and fact fluency.  

 
     First graders are anticipating activities for the 101st Day of School.  We will also be 
celebrating and learning about influential African Americans and sharing valentines with 
friends.  Thank you for your continued support! Don’t forget to read 20 minutes each day and 
practice the sight words. 

     

First Grade Happenings 
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Yearbooks will go on presale starting Tuesday, January 19 and will close on Friday, February 19th 
through My School Bucks. Parents will have the choice of selecting whether or not they would 
like their child’s name inscribed on the cover for an additional fee. Reminders will be posted on 
the school’s web page. There will be no additional books ordered, so please make sure you 
complete your book purchase between these dates.  
 

Media Center Headlines 

 



  

Nurse’s News 
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Happy New Year!  
I hope that everyone had a great Holiday season!  We have had a great start to the beginning of 
our new year at RES.   
There are a few changes that I wanted to make everyone aware of regarding COVID and 
quarantine/isolation.  These guidelines and protocol come from the Alabama Department of Public 
Health and they are as follows: 
New Update! Close Contacts (Without Symptoms) 

The COVID-19 incubation period and the ideal length of quarantine continues to be 14 days after 
last exposure to the case. If 14 days of quarantine is not practical, 10 days is acceptable in 
order to improve compliance if the following conditions are met: 

• Continue to monitor for symptoms daily through day 14. 
• If any one of the following symptoms are observed, isolate immediately and seek testing: 

fever, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 
headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or 
vomiting, or diarrhea. 

• Wear a mask, stay at least 6 feet from others, avoid crowds, wash hands frequently, and 
take other steps to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in case infectious without symptoms 
for full 14-day period and beyond. 

Continue to notify the school if your student has been in close contact (within 6 feet for greater 
than 15 minutes) of a positive person, or if they test positive for COVID-19.  I am always here to 
help and answer any questions that you might have.   

Please continue to remind your student of the importance of wearing their mask-covering their 
nose and mouth and proper handwashing.   
If you are interested in ordering a free thermometer from Kinsa, please click the link below and 
download the app on your smart phone.  The thermometers will arrive at school and I will send 
them home with your student.  
 
https://get.kinsahealth.com/Free-Therm 

Please let me know if you have any questions.   

Nurse Hope 

887-1980 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

We will be completed our mid-year STAR 
assessments. Future lessons will focus on parts 
of the computer, how to print, and we will 
continue practicing our typing skills, along with 
learning about some of the special keys on the 
keyboard. 
Kim Moore 
 
Computer Lab 
RES 
kbmoore@auburnschools.org 

 

 

 

Happy New Year and welcome back 
Richland Champions. We are off to a 
wonderful start to our Spring 2021 
semester. To backtrack for a moment, I 
hope that each of you enjoyed our Annual 
Winter programs in the month of 
December. To add, each music class has 
been very productive so far this school 
year. Your child’s 2021 musical experience 
will begin with listening and learning about 
two short pieces of music from the 
musical suite “The Carnival of the 
Animals.” I do have other great news for 
you, our wonderful friends of Richland 
Elementary will have the opportunity to 
experience virtual instruments using their 
iPads in their classrooms. I am super 
excited about your child’s involvement with 
having virtual instruments available for 
them in these tough times of education. As 
your music teacher, I continue to pursue 
an awesome third nine weeks and a great 
musical experience instructing your 
children. Be safe and proceed to social 
distance with care.   
Musically yours, 
Mr. Joseph Rowser 
 

 
 

 

Music Notes 

Computer Lab Update 

 
The P.E. Buzz Art Room Advisor 

What a wonderful second semester. Students 
learned about lines, shapes, patterns, and 
overlapping. Some of our best artwork was 
done these past weeks when Kindergarten 
studied the Polar Lights and created the cutest 
polar bears, and first grade learned how to 
overlapping presents and decorated the 
wrapping paper with pattern. We have had so 
much fun! 
 
I am excited to announce that I have received 
an art grant from the Alabama Council on the 
Arts. This grant will focus on being a writer 
and illustrator. Students will be introduced to a 
“real” author/illustrator (Shanda McClusky) and 
she will tell them all about her career and how 
they can write and illustrate too. This project 
will begin in April. Students will also have an 
opportunity to purchase a signed copy of her 
book.  
 
Finally, I wanted to thank you all for you sweet 
notes and gifts. It makes me feel so special 
and appreciated.  
Have a wonderful New YearJ 
Rebecca Wall  

 

Happy New Year to our Champion families! I 
have loved seeing all these fresh faces joining 
us at school each day. We have hit the ground 
running in PE with some hockey lessons. We’ll be 
scoring goals in no time! I look forward to the 
rest of this school year with more friends and 
more fun. 
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